Who is a School Resource Officer, What is their role?
    It seems most people have a perception that a school resource officer is merely a police officer who was taken from the patrol division and placed in a school. The reality is that a police officer who is placed in the school environment is a specially trained, self-motivated individual who has several years of police experience and has demonstrated the ability to effectively engage the public. The officer is a good public speaker and has a wide range of law enforcement experience. Most importantly, the school resource officer wants to be in the school environment because he/ she enjoys working with our youth.

   A School Resource Officer (SRO) performs the lion’s share of the necessary law enforcement function on school grounds. The SRO is essentially three positions by one officer, a police officer, teacher and mentor. The SRO is first and foremost a police officer. Performing this function includes proactive crime prevention, conducting criminal investigations, making arrests when necessary, developing intervention strategies and crisis planning.  
    At MKHS the SRO assists the teacher in the classroom by being a resource on law inforcement and related, topics. Classes taught here at MKHS have included “Search and Seizure”, “Miranda”, and “Law Enforcement as a Career”. Other classes have been developed for specialized lesson plans such as “Date Rape”, “Effects of Alcohol and Commonly Abused Drugs” and a self defense course for women.

    The mentoring aspect of the SRO is the most challenging and most rewarding. Building relationships with students, faculty, staff, administrators and parents is the single most important role of the SRO. Positive relationships yield great results in the solvability of criminal acts, the prevention of crime, and the ability to effectively address non-criminal student needs. The SRO works very closely with the school counselors, social workers, psychologists and probation. 

   The SRO program at MKHS strives to be instrumental in providing a safe school environment that is conducive to the learning process. I want the MKHS community to know that I am here to fill those roles, to be another resource for the students and continue providing service.

                                                              School Resource Officer,

                                                                          Scott Torkos            

