  In my experience here at Knolls, the number one issue on the minds of students is motor vehicle laws. The following is a brief over view of new and soon to be new laws that will be affecting you as a novice driver. 

  The Teen Driver Commission met between September 2007 and February 2008. This Commission was charged with reducing crashes and saving lives with their focus on teen drivers 16 to 20 years old. The Commission produced forty seven recommendations, with fourteen being absolutely essential to reducing teen crashes. The first to become law just last year was the banning of plea agreements in court for any driver with a provisional license. This means that if you are stopped by the Police and given a summons for speeding, your attorney or you, cannot ask the Prosecutor to lower the speed to reduce the penalty. The violation on the summons you receive is what you will be prosecuted for. 

  Other essential recommendations that will soon become law are the development of a “GDL Identifier” to be affixed to your vehicle to make it easier for Law Enforcement to find probable cause of a violation of a provisional license. Further, there will be an increase of the amount of practice time that a teen will receive behind the wheel. In addition, the bills to limit the number of passengers to only one and lower the nighttime restriction from 12 am to 11 pm are also on their way to becoming law. 

   The single most asked question I hear from the concerned under classmen here at Knolls is “Are they going to raise the minimum driving age to eighteen?” According to the Teen Driver Commission they will NOT raise the age. So freshman you can sigh in relief. 

  To conclude this addition of Cops Corner, I want all of you to remember that the most dangerous activity you do every day is getting behind a wheel or becoming a passenger in a vehicle. Be safe.        
