                                                         “Sexting”     
“Sexting” is the new term used for when juveniles use their phones or computers to create and distribute images involving teens engaged in sexual acts or containing sexually explicit content. “Sexting”, has become very popular with middle school and high school students across America. The poor decisions made by students to participate in sexting have left victims embarrassed, emotionally distraught and have even led some to commit suicide. 

    When Law Enforcement responds to these sensitive incidents, juveniles and parents must understand that a full investigation will by conducted. Embarrassing images and information will be reviewed and investigated. Furthermore, the images that are sent out into cyber space can continually come back years later and haunt a person. The problem is that most juveniles do not know that they can be charged with an indictable offense. 
Consider the following hypothetical situation: A boyfriend takes a picture of his private parts and sends it to his girlfriend via his cell phone. She receives the sexually explicit photo and sends it to her friends. Depending on their ages, the boyfriend and the girlfriend can be charged with numerous indictable crimes. If the friends continue to forward the picture, they too are in violation and can be charged.    
   Potential charges could be Creation, Distribution or Possession of Child Pornography, which is a crime of the 2nd or 4th degree; Endangering the Welfare of a Child, a crime of the 3rd degree; Distribution / Promotion of obscenity to persons under 18, a crime of 3rd degree or Invasion of privacy, a crime of the 3rd degree. All of these charges carry significant fines and potential imprisonment.

In conclusion, I cannot stress enough the importance of understanding that the choices you make while you are in your teens can have a significant effect on your future. If you receive sexually explicit material from a friend, make the right choice and delete it quickly and let your friend know that they are in violation of some very stringent laws.  
As always, THINK before you act and be safe. 
                                                                                          SRO Scott Torkos       

