K2 Harming Youth

Recently, there has been several squad calls in neighboring towns with young adults being unresponsive after smoking a synthetic cannabinoid called “K2”. 
“K2” is a synthetic cannabinoid that is mainly sprayed on herbal plant material and these products are advertised as legal alternatives to marijuana.” K2” is sold at tobacco and smoke shops for about $30 or $45 dollars for 3 grams. “K2” contains a THC- like synthetic cannabinoids and is smoked like marijuana. It causes the user to have similar psychotropic effects as if smoking marijuana. In November 2008 U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents discovered a new product called “Spice”. Spice was immediately banned. Now a new similar product “K2” is on the market. Retailers promote the fact that routine urinalysis test will not typically detect the presence of the synthetic cannabinoids, which is attractive to teens and young adults. However, the toxic fumes that are being inhaled are causing emergency rooms to be busy. The adverse health effects associated with “K2” include agitation, anxiety, vomiting, tachycardia, elevated blood pressure, seizures, disturbing hallucinations, and non-responsiveness. Symptoms last from 30 minutes to 4 hours.  This “K2” and other synthetic cannabinoids may also be causing relapses of disturbing hallucinations weeks after using.    
The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) used its emergency scheduling authority to place this “K2” and five other synthetic cannabinoids into the Controlled Substance Act as a schedule I. This synthetic cannabinoid has a high potential of being abused and there is no uses medically. Police are charging users with “Inhaling toxic Chemicals”, 2C:35-10.4. 
As always, think before you act. Be safe.
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