                                      
CLUB/ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

ACADEMIC DECATHLON/Mr. Everett/Mr. Gambale
The Academic Decathlon is a ten event academic competition for high school teams.  Each school has three teams for students with A, B and C averages.  The teams prepare informally for most of the school year.  Students then participate in a day long event that involves testing, writing, speaking, and a quiz show competition.  Each school competes first on a regional level, then depending upon competition results, may advance to the state and national levels.


ART SERVICE CLUB/Ms. Stauss
Art Service Club members assist the school community by doing various art projects.  They design logos, do lettering and calligraphy and assist various clubs with design work.  Members work together in various service projects.  They hold an annual craft fair to raise money for art scholarships.  The Art Service Club is open to all art students.  Meetings are held at various times.  Usually they meet during the week, after school.

BAND FRONT/COLOR GUARD/Mr. Schwartz
The Band Front, which includes the color guard, provides an element of showmanship through participation with the band in half-time shows at football games and competitions.  Band Front members participate in the same activities as marching band members, including spring band trips. No previous flag, dance or marching knowledge is necessary to join.

Anyone interested in being a member of the band front of Morris Knolls High School Marching Band is expected to meet the following requirements:

l.
A satisfactory scholastic record.

2.
Any other requirements posted such as:  skill, ability, appearance and posture.

BIBLE STUDIES/Mr. Kaiser
The Morris Knolls Bible Study is a fellowship of people who care for one another and for others,

who come together to learn more about the God who loves us all, and who attempt to live out

their response to that love here in the high school.  We try to listen, learn, and be supportive in all

situations to all people.  We meet weekly for study and fellowship and welcome everyone who

wishes to be part of a group that tries to be open, honest and accepting of each other.




CHORUS OFFICERS/Mr. Semancik
Officers are elected by the choral members to plan specialized choral activities.  Also, concert accompanists prepare materials for upcoming performances in and out of the school.

CIRCLE CLUB/Ms. Woronka

Membership in the Special Ed. Helpers Club enables students to become better acquainted with the handicapped students of Morris Knolls High School and to assist the handicapped in their daily school activities.  Club members use their lunch and study periods to do this.  In addition, members plan and run parties and special events.  They help with the Special Olympics, bowling, swimming, skiing, basketball, and track and field competitions.  Students not only raise money for special field trips, but also accompany the Special Ed. students to New York, shopping malls, museums, etc.  Fund raising activities include raffle sales, newspaper drives, bake sales, and concerts.

COMPUTER CLUB/Ms. Skutka

The Computer Club is an educational and fun group.  Our purpose is to learn more about computers. The club explores both computer architecture and new application software.  We try to help anyone with his or her computer problems.  We also know quite a bit about programming and networking. Our mission is to promote computer programming and to expand the scope of computer knowledge within this school.

DANCE DANCE REVOLUTION/Mr. Lipsen
Beginners and experts alike can come to meet new people, test their dancing skills, and get a workout while playing the pioneering video game Dance Dance Revolution (DDR).
DEBATE AND FORENSICS/Ms. Mandel
Students joining this academic/dramatic club have the opportunity to develop speaking skills on a competitive level.  On a monthly (and sometimes bi-monthly) basis, members travel to compete with other schools from all over the state.  The meets take place on select Saturdays from October to April.  The most popular categories for Debate/Forensics beginners are Prose and Poetry Interpretation.  In these categories, the speakers interpret prose or poetry of their choice using a script to read to an audience.  Another popular category is Dramatic or Humorous Interpretation.  The more dramatic students choose this area since it involves memorizing a scene from a play and presenting it to an audience.

There are categories for every kind of speaker.  If a student feels strongly about his/her convictions, he/she might write a speech to convince others, memorize it and present it.  Students may wish to memorize someone else’s speech instead, presenting it as though they were the original orator.  Perhaps the most challenging category is Extemporaneous Speaking, in which a student must prepare a speech about a contemporary political problem.  The topic of the speech is drawn by the student only one-half hour before the speech is presented.  The last category, Impromptu Speaking, provides the “off-the-cuff” speaker with an opportunity to demonstrate his/her skill.

Policy debate is a highly structured activity where students debate on a policy topic of national interest to present arguments on behalf of specific solutions.  Teams perform research and prepare extensively prior to tournaments, during which they are required to argue both the affirmative and negative sides of the topic.  Judges render decisions based on evidence presented and quality of argumentation.  The topic for the 2008-2009 school year is the following:

     Resolved:   The U.S. federal government should substantially increase alternative

     energy incentives in the United States.

Since our school belongs to the National Forensics League, as well as the New Jersey Forensics League, students have the opportunity to compete for national recognition and scholarships.



D.E.C.A (Distributive Education Club of America)/Mrs. Brower
Membership in Morris Knolls D.E.C.A. is offered to seniors in the CME program (Cooperative Marketing Education).  The purpose of D.E.C.A. is to contribute to the development of skills necessary for careers in marketing, merchandising, management and entrepreneurship.  Students may have the opportunity to participate in business simulations at the Regional, State and National Conferences.  Students also participate in activities to raise money for charitable organizations.  Through the variety of activities in D.E.C.A. students develop their initiative, creativity, motivation, and overall employment and business skills.


EC3 (Eastern Cinematography and Culture Club)/Mr. Elbin

The Eastern Cinematography and Culture Club is devoted to enjoying the many aspects of the Japanese culture, such as the traditions, culture, food, and language.  During the meetings we introduce key Japanese vocabulary and a few interesting cultural facts.   Most of the meeting is dedicated to watching Japanese-based animation films and enjoying snacks.  This year we hope to expand our horizons by watching other foreign films, interacting with other schools and their clubs, and also attending some anime conventions.


ECOLOGY CLUB/Mr. Mindrebo
The Ecology Club is an interactive group that aims to promote environmental activism and save the world.  It was founded on firsthand involvement and participation.  It has been extremely active this past year.  
The Ecology Club has maintained its own Adopt-A-Trail, organized campus clean-ups and raised funds for Tsunami relief and rainforest preservation.  In the upcoming year, the Club will work towards becoming one of the major service organizations in the school.  To reach this goal, we will be hiking, teaching children about the value of environment, saving the rainforest, and expanding the Morris Knolls recycling program.

FAMILY, CAREER, AND COMMUNITY LEADERS OF AMERICA/

Ms. Seaman-Kociencki
Students will participate in community service projects, setting goals as a group and as individuals.  They will be given opportunities to develop leadership abilities by becoming a committee chair or applying for a position as an officer.  Meetings vary to meet the needs of the student officers and organizational meetings are on the first A-day Wednesday of every month.




FRENCH CLUB/
The Morris Knolls French Club is a group of highly motivated students who are interested in learning about the French language and culture.  Activities during normal, bi-weekly club meetings may include:  discussing French current events, watching movies (in French, of course), making/eating French food, discussing culture, and numerous other activities involving French.   Most meetings will be conducted at least partly in French, so a general background in the language is helpful.  Also, trips are planned that involve learning first-hand about France and other French-speaking countries.  Community service projects are also an activity that members of the French Club take part in.  Examples may include French bake sales and other fund raisers to gain money for impoverished francophone regions.  So, if you’re interested in French culture, language, or international events – the French Club is the place for you.           

FRESHMAN AWARENESS/PROJECT L.E.A.D./Mr. Geary
This service organization provides Freshmen and other students new to Morris Knolls a chance to become quickly orientated to the school environment.  A student run organization, Project Lead is comprised of a total group of about 60 members.

Highlights include coordinating the Freshman Orientation Program in September and the Freshman Orientation dance. This club not only helps freshmen students, but also allows its members to practice leadership and organizational skills.

Membership in this program necessitates an application process, meetings from March to June and in September, a meeting one evening in August, the Orientation Program on the day before classes start, and participation in the Freshman Orientation dance.  The program is completed after the first couple of weeks of school.


FRESHMAN CLASS/Ms. Merle
The main objective of the members of the Freshman Class is to raise money for the various activities taking place in their junior and senior years.  These activities include the Junior Prom, Senior Prom and Senior Class activities.

The Freshman Class holds l or 2 fund raisers during the year.  The first fund raiser takes place in the fall.  Prior to this sale, a meeting of the entire Freshman Class is organized for the purpose of involving as many members of the class as possible in the fund drive.  In the Spring, another fund raiser is conducted of the council's choosing.

Anyone may get involved in the Freshman Class.  Members are recruited in late September, early October.  In October, elections are held for officers of the class.


FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA/Mr. Mugavero
Future Business Leaders of America is a national vocational educational organization for all students at Morris Knolls High School who are interested in and/or preparing for business and/or office or business education careers.  Any student who has taken a business course may join.

There are more than 140,000 FBLA members in more than 7,000 chapters throughout the U.S., Guam, Puerto Rico, the Canal Zone, and the Virgin Islands.

The purpose of this organization is to provide, as an integral part of the instructional program, additional opportunities for high school students to develop vocational career supportive competencies and to promote civic and personal responsibility.

GERMAN CLUB/Mr. Elbin

The German Club's purpose is to bring German life and culture to the American student.  Through the club, the traditions and customs come alive.  We learn about the festive days in Germany by celebrating the  Oktoberfest, Weihnachten (Christmas, with carolling in German), and Fasching (carnival time).  An annual trip is made to New York City, where we visit stores specializing in German products and a German cafe.  Other activities have included working on Spring Open House; writing, producing, and directing commercials; and creating decorations for the showcase. We also learn German games, such as Monopoly.

Depending on the project, meetings are held either every week or twice a month.  Fund raising is a major activity and involves selling gummi bears.  The money is used to sponsor the trip to New York with dinner at a German restaurant, as well as a field trip to the Pennsylvania Dutch Country.

HIKING CLUB/Mr. Phillips
The hiking club is a group dedicated to outdoor activities, especially hiking, and to fostering an awareness of the natural world and its value.  The club sponsors periodic hikes which all are invited to participate in.   A small fee is charged to defray the cost of transportation
.

INTERACT CLUB/Ms. Spina/Ms. Green
The Morris Knolls Interact Club is a school and community service club affiliated with the Denville Rotary.  Meetings are held twice a month to discuss school and community service activities and fundraising events.  At the first meeting $10 dues are collected from each member.
Interact members serve at functions such as Santa land, the Senior Citizen Dinner, the Denville Street Fair, and Penny Wars during spirit week.  Last year the money we raised went to things such as Avery’s Fund, school supply drive in Sri Lanka, Project Graduation, and the new Morris Knolls sign on Knoll Drive.

Interact Club is a happy medium between a social club and a service club.  It is the best of both worlds.
JUNIOR CLASS/Ms. Lubrecht

The Junior Class is involved in various volunteer projects as well as fund raising activities throughout the school year.  Our volunteer efforts have included a “Walk for Diabetes” and cookie bake sale for our military in Bosnia.  Our fund raisers – the primary goal of which is to defray the cost of the prom – include Junior/Senior Class penny race, candy sales, Junior class ring sales, and powder puff football.  Our overall efforts are geared toward promoting community concern and good school spirit.

JUNIOR STATE OF AMERICA/Mr. Chegwidden
The Junior State of America is a national organization founded in 1934.  This club is devoted to fostering an appreciation for history and the social studies.  JSA hopes to encourage youths to get involved in the political process, develop an understanding of democracy by a healthy exchange of ideas and beliefs, and prepare students to live in a democracy.  Typical chapter activities include student debates, field trips, nonpartisan political awareness events, and more.

JSA is one of the largest organizations in the United States that is operated almost completely by high school students.  This nationwide program has been recognized by the National Association of Secondary School Principals.


KEY CLUB/Ms. Hudak
Members of this international organization develop initiative and leadership by serving their school and community.  By means of their donation of time and effort, Keyclubbers learn to emphasize: the human and spiritual (rather than the material) values of life; the everyday use of the Golden Rule; the importance of striving for excellence.  The Club motto is "Caring - our way of life."


LIBRARY COUNCIL/Ms. Petersen
The Library Council is a service club made up of students who wish to work in the library during their free periods.  Students assist the library/media staff in many ways:  attendance, circulation, processing of new materials, repair of old materials, etc.  Students who want an opportunity to meet 
other students and teachers while working "behind the scenes" in the library are invited to join.  No experience is necessary.

LIGHTING & SOUND/Mr. Hartpence
The Lighting and Sound Club is a group of students at MK who are involved in the setting-up of stage lights for school plays and outside groups.  We control the lights with a new state-of-the-art light board and other technical stage equipment.

LITERARY MAGAZINE/SPECTRUM/Ms. Pezak
Spectrum, the Morris Knolls literary magazine, encourages and recognizes excellence in written and artistic expression.  Student works are selected and placed in our Spectrum magazine, which is 

published in the spring and sold at a nominal fee.  Our fund raising efforts help to defray publication costs.  Membership is open to all students.

LITERARY SOCIETY OF MORRIS KNOLLS/Mr. Collinsworth

In the Literary Society of Morris Knolls we strive to let you reveal your thoughts in the form of song, poetry, and other types of literature.  We go beyond what the eye can see and look for deeper meanings in literature.  We want to know what you think.  We want to hear your voice, your thoughts, your opinions.

MARCHING BAND/Mr. Schwartz

The members of the Morris Knolls Eagle Marching Band provide the musical entertainment at all Morris Knolls football games.  Our band is rated among the finest in the state and members often travel to take part in competitions, to attend festivals and to participate in exchange trips.

Rehearsals are held after school and the Fall schedule is a demanding one.  Students in Grade 9 through 12 who are members of the Concert Band are eligible.


MATH CLUB/MATH TEAM/Mr. Bigora
Math Club/Math Team is designed for those students from Grades 9 through 12 who like fun, mathematics, games and puzzles, and competing in mathematics.  There are no dues. The officers of the club are elected at the second Math Club meeting of the year.

During the school year, members of the Math Club have the opportunity to participate in the N.J. Mathematics League which is scheduled once a month for six months.  In addition, tryouts are held in September for the Math Team which represents Morris Knolls in the Iron Hills Conference Mathematics competitions held at various conference schools in the fall, winter and spring.  Team A and Team B are selected at the tryouts and are subject to change at the advisor’s discretion.

Our Math Club activities involve problem solving, games, puzzles, preparation for the NJML contests, and fun competitions.  The members also provide peer tutoring to students in need of math help on a weekly basis.  Our meetings are held on a bi-weekly basis.  Our membership is about evenly divided between the four classes and totals around 30 students per year.

MULTICULTURAL CLUB/E.R.A.S.E./Mr. Higgins/Mr. Lipsen
The Multicultural Club is a 9-12 student organization that is dedicated to the exploration of American diversity through the visitation of places (museums, galleries, etc.) or taking part in experiences (ethnic festivals, dinners at restaurants).  The only requirement for membership is a willingness to try something new, usually having a laugh while doing so.  

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY/Ms. Rivera
The National Honor Society is an organization founded to honor students who have excelled in the areas of leadership, scholarship, service and character.  Faculty nominations and data forms completed by prospective members are reviewed by a faculty committee that selects students to be honored.  Following induction, members are required to maintain the standards of the organization and act as models of behavior for the student body.  An organization service program and an individual service program are requirements of membership.

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY GUIDELINES

SCHOLARSHIP:  A 90.0 or better average must be attained through the end of the second semester of the sophomore year in all subjects.

CHARACTER:  Takes criticism willingly and accepts recommendations graciously; constantly exemplifies desirable qualities of personality (cheerfulness, friendliness, poise, stability); cooperates by complying with school regulations concerning property, programs, office, halls, etc.; demonstrates highest standards of honesty and reliability; shows courtesy, concern and respect for others; observes instructions and rules, punctuality and faithfulness in obligations both inside and outside of the classroom; has powers of concentration and sustained attention as shown by perseverance and application to studies; manifests truthfulness in acknowledging obedience of rules, avoiding cheating in written work, and showing unwillingness to profit by the mistakes of others; actively helps to rid the school of bad influences or environment.

LEADERSHIP:  Is resourceful in proposing new problems, applying principles and making suggestions; demonstrates leadership in promoting school activities; exercises influence on peers in upholding school ideals; contributes ideas that improve the civic life of the school; is able to delegate responsibilities; exemplifies positive qualities; inspires positive behavior in others; demonstrates academic initiative; successfully holds school offices or positions of responsibility, conducts business effectively and efficiently, and is reliable and dependable without prodding; demonstrates leadership in the classroom, at work and in school activities; is thoroughly dependable in any responsibility he/she accepts.

SERVICE:  Willingness to uphold scholarship and maintain a loyal school attitude; participates in some outside activity; Girl Scouts; Boy Scouts; church groups, volunteer services for aged, poor, disadvantaged; family duties; volunteers dependable and well-organized assistance , is available on his own time and is sacrificing; works well with others and is willing to take on difficult or inconspicuous responsibilities; willingness to render cheerfully and enthusiastically any requested service to the school; willingness to represent his/her class or school in interclass or interscholastic competition; willingness to do committee and staff work; readiness to show courtesy by assisting visitors, teachers and students.


Selection Process
l.
The Principal will appoint five members of the faculty to serve on a selection committee.  The advisor is an ex-officio member of the committee.

2.
The committee will select junior candidates who have achieved a grade average of 90.0 or 
higher (not rounded) for five semesters and senior candidates who have achieved a 
grade average of 90.0 or higher (not rounded) for six semesters.

3.
Students who have qualified with a 90.0 or above average will be notified in writing that they will be considered for membership if they comply with the requirements of 

leadership, character, and service.  Students must provide a completed activity form giving 
references to attest to their merit in the areas of leadership, character, and service.

4.
The high school staff will be provided with a list of  nominees and also a description of 
criteria which members must meet.  Staff will nominate individuals in each of the three 
categories.                 


5.
Staff nominations and student activity forms will be collected and compiled by the 
National Honor Society advisor who will then preside at meetings of the selection 
committee.  Additional information from report cards,  student behavioral records, and 
permanent record cards will also be considered.    
6.
Upon receipt of the list of accepted members, the Principal will send parents and students 
a letter of congratulations and notification of necessity of participation in an induction 
ceremony.  Those students who have not been selected must be notified and informed of 
the grounds for appeal and deadlines.

OHANA/Ms. Nering/Ms. Puma
OHANA’s mission is to speak up and out for ourselves through self-advocacy.   What is self
advocacy?  People speaking up and out for themselves to solve their own problems, make their own
decisions, and know how to exercise their own rights.   The ability to recognize and meet the needs
that are specific to one’s learning disability without compromising the dignity of one’s self.  Who are
we?  Students with learning disabilities and 504 plans, exploring leadership roles and preparing for
life beyond high school.
PEER LISTENERS/Ms. Rudge/Ms. Colvin-Costanza
A leadership component of the Program for the Gifted and Talented, Peer Listening is a student leadership group within Morris Knolls that provides peer support to students needing and requesting information, assistance, or simply a compassionate listener.  Peer Listeners also present special programs for 8th graders and they work with the D.A.R.E. programs for 5th graders.  Other components of Peer Listening include the Tobacco Intervention Program (TIP) and a Peer Mediation Program.  Peer Listeners promote a "no use" message regarding drugs, alcohol, and tobacco, and they sign a contract in which they agree to remain drug, alcohol and tobacco free while serving as Peer Listeners.   Peer Listeners are required to be interviewed and participate in training sessions before they can be designated as Peer Listeners.  Nominations may be given to any current Peer Listener, to Ms. Colvin in the Guidance Office or Mrs. Rudge in the C8 office.
PERSPECTIVES/Mr. Levenson
In Perspectives, students meet weekly to discuss, debate and learn abut controversial issues in the world today.
PHILOSOPHY CLUB/Mr. Lipsen

The Philosophy Club provides an opportunity outside of the classroom setting for students to have fun debating the many facets of philosophy.  Issues for discussion may range from the big questions that have challenged the world’s greatest thinkers, to discussions of today’s popular culture, current events, and social problems.
PSYCHOLOGY CLUB/Mr. Hrynyk
The Psychology Club meets once a month to discuss different areas of the psychological field.  Students will learn about new literature and the impact of psychology in modern society as well. 
Students will be involved in fund raisers that will enable them to take trips which relate to psychology. They will also be required to do at least 30 hours of volunteer work at local businesses,  day care centers, institutions, etc.

 QUILL/NEWSPAPER/Ms. Maier
The Quill is the student newspaper, and as a member of the Quill, the student is involved in the planning of each issue of the newspaper.  This includes determining the topics for each issue's articles, composing and revising those articles, taking and collecting photographs, completing art work and laying out the final copy as it will be given to the printer.  Any student interested in journalism, art or photography is invited to join the club.

SENIOR CLASS/Mr. Rizzo

The Senior Class, as an activity, attempts to uphold and continue many Morris Knolls traditions while raising money to offset the cost of the Senior Prom.  Meetings are open to all interested class members.

Class officers are elected at the end of the junior year and work together over the summer to plan the upcoming year's events.  Among the many traditional activities carried on by the Senior Class and officers are:  the selection of a Homecoming Queen, the annual Holiday Candy Sale, Flower Day, Senior Teach Day, and, finally, the Senior Prom.

Various other projects arise during the school year which the class officers work diligently to complete.  At the end of the year, a class gift is selected and presented at the commencement ceremony.


SET DESIGN/Mr. Hearon
Students who participate in this activity will be directly responsible for the design, construction, decoration, assembly and maintenance of the sets, for both the fall drama and the spring musical. All students are welcome, regardless of previous experience and any level of active participation is welcomed.  This club works under the philosophy of creating a professional set for each play, while enjoying the camaraderie developed from working together with others in the pursuit of a common goal.  Simply put – we have fun!!!

SKI CLUB/Ms. Metzger/Mr. Higgins
The objective of this club is to offer a ski program to students at reasonable rates.  Along with a few preliminary meetings in the Fall, the majority of skiing is done on Thursday evenings.  We will also sponsor one trip to Vermont if the club shows an interest. Approximately 100-150 students are currently involved each year.  Everyone is welcome to join.

SONGWRITER’S CLUB/Mr. Hearon
This club is designed for any student who is interested in the writing, arrangement, recording, production, performing, marketing, graphic art design, tee-shirt design, special effects or anything else connected to a student-generated CD of original music.  All styles of music are welcome.  No experience is necessary.  Even if you simply like to listen to original songs – this is the club for you.  Let’s just rock the house!

SOPHOMORE CLASS/Ms. Ferguson
The Sophomore Class Club is made up of officers and a Sophomore Class Council.  The officers are a group of students who are elected President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  The Council 

consists of sophomores who wish to assist the officers in decisions or activities for the class. The main objective of this club is to raise money for Junior and Senior Proms and class activities.

Many methods of fund raising are available to sophomores including bake sales, car washes, cookie or candy sales, and class-sponsored activities, such as sport marathons.  These fund raisers are organized by the Sophomore Class Club and its advisor so that the entire class is included in money-making activities.  All activities are planned and organized when the club meets on Mondays.


SPANISH CLUB/Ms. Regec/Ms. Rodriguez
Twice a month a meeting for the Spanish Club is held.  Location and dates are announced as locations become available for use.  Our goal is to enhance the appreciation of the Spanish language and its culture.  Furthermore, as a club, we will participate in fund raising activities in order to benefit those in need while gaining cultural awareness.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION/Mr. Myers
The Student Government Association is an important and active organization at Morris Knolls.  SGA is the major medium of student representation within the school and functions as a sounding board for student opinion as well as a vital communication link between the students and the administration.

Over the years, changes in school policy such as those concerning parking and dress code were the result of proposals initiated by SGA.  The SGA officers participate on district committees along with administration, faculty and community representatives.  The SGA sponsors school spirit activities throughout the year and coordinates activities of student service and commemoration of events memorable to the student body.  The SGA supports ongoing and new student activities and clubs.

The SGA's governing body is an executive board made up of a president, 2 vice presidents, a secretary and a treasurer.  The first vice president is responsible for a Student Activities Council composed of 9 members which plans SGA activities.  The second vice president is responsible for a  Student Advisory Council composed of 9 members which addresses student concerns and prepares proposals concerning them. These councils will hold regular monthly meetings that are open to the student body.

The main communication between the SGA and the student body is through class representatives. In addition to attending the monthly meetings of the two councils, suggestions and concerns may be brought to the officers and membership of the SGA by any student at Morris Knolls through his/her class representative.  Class representatives will attend several meetings per year.

All members of the student body are considered to be members of the SGA and thus are encouraged to participate in the functions sponsored by the SGA, to offer suggestions to the Student Activities Council and to express concerns to the Student Advisory Council.  The SGA is committed to its 
democratic framework which offers many different ways to make a contribution to the school spirit of Morris Knolls and to seek solutions to problems.

Selecting student leaders, electing officers and providing positive direction for elected student leaders requires a statement of reasonable standards.  A student must recognize and accept the major 

responsibilities to their respective constituent bodies and class advisors if effective student government is to serve a useful and educational means as well as ends.

To be considered for an elected SGA or class office position each candidate must present to the Head Advisor of that activity the following evidence, credentials and information:

A.
Verification of academic standing by applying the same eligibility standards set forth for student-athletes, cheerleaders and members of the marching band.

B.
The written endorsement of three staff members attesting to the candidate's demonstrated and/or perceived willingness to provide sound leadership traits.  If the candidate holds an elected office of a school organization, one of the three written endorsements must be provided by the faculty advisor of that school organization.

C.
Submission of a student petition with the required number of verifiable signatures within the prescribed due date.

Responsibilities of Elected Student Leaders
All elected SGA and class officers shall be responsible for:

A.
Attending all required meetings and activity-sponsored functions and events unless otherwise excused in advance by the Head Advisor.

B.
Completing monthly the designated showcase and bulletin board areas identified by the school administration.

C.
Meeting all office responsibilities before involvement in other school activities, including athletics and club programs.  The priority commitment must be to the student body and a respective class.

D.
Checking on a regular basis with the advisors, regarding SGA or class issues, as determined by the Head Advisor.

E.
Providing a positive leadership role by active involvement in school fund raising activities conducted by the SGA or respective class, including but not limited to fund raising, collection and verification of funds and other student organization.

Furthermore, it is understood that designated class officers will satisfy certain expected ceremonial obligations as determined by the Principal and Head Advisor.


TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION (TSA)/Mr. Wood
The Technology Student Association (TSA) is the national organization for industrial arts and technology education students.  It consists of high school, intermediate and elementary students who are currently enrolled in or have completed technology/industrial arts education courses.  TSA promotes students to “grow through achievement through co curricular and extracurricular activities that make a student’s education and training more meaningful.

THE ALLIANCE/Ms. Mazur

The Alliance is an organization dedicated to establishing equality in our community via education, inclusive activities, and respect.  Our goal is to help everyone in our community grow into a more respectful and tolerant state of mind.

Activities will include picnics, movie nights, fundraising, forums, discussions, trips, bake sales, and participation in the National Day of Silence.  Everybody is welcome to attend.  Meetings are on Tuesdays, in Room B-29.





THEATRE CLUB/Ms. Garry

The goal of the Theatre Club is to get students active in various aspects of theatre, both on stage and off!  The club plans a performance-oriented fundraiser, community-oriented projects, a Comedy Improv Night, and a Broadway Cabaret.  Club members also attend a professional theatre performance.




TV PRODUCTION/FILM CLUB/Mr. Potters
The TV Production Club is comprised of students who display an active interest in learning more about television production techniques and equipment.  Activities range from producing original programs (interviews, music videos, demonstrations, etc.) to assisting classes with their productions, and finally, producing programs for district-wide use.  All students are welcome to join the club.


VARSITY CLUB/Mr. Benz/Mr. Stief
To be a member of the Morris Knolls Varsity Club, a student must be a varsity letter winner, and either petition the advisors through a letter of intention to join the club or purchase a Varsity Club jacket.  Ordering a Varsity Club jacket will signify the purchaser’s intention of joining the club.  Either avenue of joining, by letter petition or the purchase of a jacket, will give that student fill rights in the club.  Students may only join the club after successfully completing a varsity sport at Morris Knolls.  

Officers consisting of a President, Vice-President, Recording Secretary and Secretary-Treasurer are elected each year.  Meetings are held in Gym 4 and scheduled as needed by the president and approved by the advisors.

The Morris Knolls Varsity Club stimulates general interest in all athletics; promotes greater participation in sports; fosters enthusiastic team and school spirit; engenders among the athletes of this school the highest qualities of fellowship, sportsmanship, and honor; and maintains pleasant relationships with other educational institutions.

All members agree to respect the authority of all officials of the Varsity Club, to observe and cooperate in all rules of the organization in upholding the reputation and honor of Morris Knolls High School, to take part in all club activities and act in whatever capacity necessary for the benefit of the club.

The major activities of the club are the acquisition of Varsity Club jackets, Senior All Sports Banquet, Senior Awards at the All Sports Banquet, donations to various organizations, and at least one or two trips each year to professional games.  During the holidays, the Varsity Club coordinates the Toys for Tots program for underprivileged children.

YEARBOOK SALES CLUB/Ms. Colvin-Costanza  
The Yearbook Sales Club actually pays you for being a member!  The purpose of the club is to sell advertising space in the Talon to businesses and individuals throughout the community.  The more you sell…the more discounted your yearbook becomes.  Many members earn a FREE yearbook!  Meetings are two times a month until March..                       

YEARBOOK/TALON/Ms. Thalman

The Talon creates the Morris Knolls yearbook.  There are three major tasks that members perform: taking pictures, designing layouts and writing copy.

Students who serve as photographers are urged to take as many pictures as possible.  If you have an interest in photographic design or have any ideas for next year's book, our photography staff is looking for you.

The layout staff is looking for students with an eye toward design.  Virtually all the pictures must be laid out and we welcome any and all talent.

Finally, we need people with a flair toward writing.  The yearbook should be half copy, consisting of individual copy blocks, headlines and captions.

Membership in the Talon is open to all class members--freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors.

If you don't take pictures, design layouts or write copy, there is still a place for you.  The Talon needs people to schedule photography sessions, select pictures, type copy and proofread all work. We even need students who will alphabetize names for us.
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