Name:
Survey of World Literature

Summer Reading Assignment

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress

Directions:  Preview the significant quotes from the novel, Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, before you begin reading.  For each of the quotes listed below, you must write a written response of analysis.  Each response must identify the speaker, audience, purpose, and significance of each quote.  Each response should be 4-6 sentences.  This assignment is to be turned in on the first day of school.
1. At that moment, without saying a word, Luo punched me.  I was so taken aback that I nearly lost my balance.” (10)

2. “Not much,” she answered, unabashed.  “But you needn’t think I’m a fool, because I enjoy talking to people who can read and write—the young people from the city, for instance.  Didn’t you notice that my dog didn’t bark when you came in?  He knows my tastes.” (25)

3. “You said you wanted authentic mountain songs, Luo reminded him tensely.

“Ye gods! So I did, and I also told you I wanted uplifting lyrics with an undertone of romantic realism.” (77)

4. “You’ve been spreading reactionary trash.  Just as well for our village that I never sleep, that I’m always on guard.  I have been here since midnight listening to everything you’ve been saying, the whole reactionary story of Count Whatsisname.”  (128)

5. “Fifty years from now the ugly scar will still be there, on my middle finger.  Go on, feel it.”  (146)

6. “One late afternoon—the light was already fading—we found ourselves alone in the privacy of the kitchen.  Sheltered from curious eyes, the secret agent assumed another identity.  Already a storyteller, cook and laundryman, the factotum now became a manicurist as well:” (151)

7. “His remark brought tears to my eyes.  I tried desperately not to cry, but could not help myself, and there I was, sniveling like a kid.  It was not the Little Seamstress’s predicament that was making me weep, I think, nor was it relief at having come this far in my efforts to save her.  It was hearing the name of Fu Lei, Balzac’s translator—someone I had never even met.  It is hard to imagine a more moving tribute to the gift bestowed by an intellectual on mankind.” (172)

8. “She said she had learnt one thing from Balzac:  that a woman’s beauty is a treasure beyond price.” (184)

